
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, July 23, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:24-43  
(.........He proposed another parable to them. “the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
that a person took and sowed in a field.  It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-
grown it is the largest of plants.  It becomes a large bush, and the birds of the sky come and 
dwell in its branches.” 
He spoke to them another parable.  “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened.” 
All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables.  He spoke to them in parables, to 
fulfill what had been said thorough the prophet:  “ I will open my mouth in parables, I will 
announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world.” 
  Then dismissing the crowds, he went into the house.  His disciples approached him and 
said,  “Explain to us the parable.” ……….)  
 
Questions to Ponder: 
Again Jesus is speaking to the people in parables to explain His mission.  He uses 
references to things they know about – nature, seeds and bread making.  He then explains 
their meaning to fulfill the Hebrew Scripture readings pertaining to the Messiah.  
 

1. Have ever seen the small seeds of certain vegetables like radishes and carrots?  Did the 
plant that was grown from this small seed amaze you?  How does Jesus’ reference to 
the mustard seed apply to your faith?  How? 

2. Where in your life or in your parish community have you seen faith like “yeast” or a 
“mustard seed” have an impact?   

3. Do these parables help you understand Christ’s message to the 2017 world?  In what 
ways?  

 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


